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	Instrument:
	Venepuncture/Cannulation
	Brief description of work activity: 
The puncture of a vein and insertion of cannula as part of a medical procedure, typically to withdraw a blood sample or for an intravenous injection.
	Assessed by:
	Stefanie Chan

	Dept./Faculty:
	Life Science
	
	Date:
	15-02-24

	Location:
	C4.04, C4.05, C4.07, C4.08
	
	Review Date:
	15-02-25





	1. What are the hazards?
	2. Who might be at harm and how?
E, C, S, Mp, V, Em, Mp, Dp *
	3. Current control measures
	4. Initial Risk Rating:
H/M/L *
	5. Additional control measures (if required)
	6. Action by whom?
	7. Action by when? (Date)
	8. Date done
	9. Residual risk rating.
H/M/L

	Infection
	E, S, Mp, V

Risk of cross infection caused by contaminated equipment and/or participants with infection or needle stick injury.
	Correct use of PPE
Adherence to the blood and blood products procedure and waste disposal procedures.
Pre-screened participants. Adherence to the needle stick policy and first aid procedure in the event of an incident.
	(L1 x S5) = R5

LOW RISK
	
	
	
	
	(L1 x S5) = R5

LOW RISK

	Bruising 
	E, S, Mp, V

Risk of bruising caused by insufficient pressure application on site of blood sampling following procedure.

	Ensure immediate pressure should be exerted on the site of blood sampling. This should be sustained until bleeding has stopped.

	(L2 x S2) = R4

LOW RISK
	
	
	
	
	(L2 x S2) = R4

LOW RISK

	
Fainting 
	E, S, Mp, V

Risk of vasovagal fainting caused by adverse reaction/phobia to blood sampling.

	Take blood in seated or lying position to reduce the possibility of heavy impact with floor or furniture if subject faints.
Ask participant if they are ok with having their blood taken. Person taking blood must be inducted on the first aid policy.
	(L1 x S2) = R2

LOW RISK
	
	
	
	
	(L1 x S2) = R2

LOW RISK

	Haemotosis 
	E, S, Mp, V

Risk of heamatosis caused by excessive needle trauma to a vein.
	Risk is minimised by appropriately trained staff (must have undertaken training in phlebotomy). Person taking blood must be inducted on the first aid policy. Compression should be applied to help stabilise a hematoma. 

	(L1 x S5) = R5

LOW RISK
	
	
	
	
	(L1 x S5) = R5

LOW RISK

	Blood spill
	E, S, Mp, V

Risk of blood spillage caused by incorrect use of tourniquet or insufficient compression following sampling.

	Risk is minimised by appropriately trained staff (must have undertaken training in phlebotomy). Correct use of Tourniquet will reduce possibility of blood spurting under pressure. Adherence to venepucture SOP.
	(C1 x S2) = R2) LOW RISK
	
	
	
	
	(C1 x S2) = R2) LOW RISK



 * Please see overleaf for guidance on completion

Guidance on completing the risk assessment
1. Description of the work:  A general description of the work e.g. Teaching; Travelling; Workshop activities; Grounds Maintenance; Office Activities; Waste collection; 
2. Task or Process:  A brief description of the specific work being carried out e.g. use of workshop or laboratory equipment; using ladders for maintenance purposes; manual handling of materials; bulk waste collection etc. or the process being assessed.
3. The Hazard(s): A brief description of the potential for causing harm or loss e.g. moving parts of machinery; entanglement; contact with electricity, lifting heavy loads etc.
4. Persons at Risk:  E = Employees; C = Contractors; V = Visitors; Mp = Members of the public; S = Students; EM = Expectant Mothers; DP = Disabled persons. The types and numbers of person at risk may impact the degree and likelihood of the risk.
5. Existing Controls:  Considerations could include:- guarding; training; safe systems of work; segregation; safety equipment; examination and testing; emergency arrangements.
6. Risk Classification:  In considering the likelihood of an injury or incident occurring the following potential contributory factors should be considered:-
· How frequent the work is carried out?  A higher frequency may increase the risk.
· Whether those carrying out the work are more at risk e.g. a disabled person, an expectant mother, or someone with little experience.
· Are suitable tools and equipment available that are properly maintained?
· Has a safe system of work been established and implemented?
· Has suitable information, instruction and training been provided?
· Is there adequate supervision?
· Are the controls in place adequate or are additional controls required?


[image: ]Likelihood of occurrence		Potential Severity of injury of financial loss


1.	Improbable			1.	None
2. 	Remote			2.	Negligible
3.	Possible			3.	Minor
4.	Probable			4.	Major
5.	Certainty			5.	Fatal

Risk = Likelihood X Severity
Using the values above determine the risk classification by multiplying the likelihood and the potential severity you consider appropriate and enter the result in the matrix above to obtain the risk rating: e.g. If you consider the potential harm to be major (4) and the likelihood to be remote (2) the risk classification is 4 x 2 = 8 which is classed as a “Medium” risk using the matrix. 
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